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gentle and so tender, and I was so much in love with her,
that if it had not been for the unforeseen event which I
am about to relate, I should probably never have parted
with her. As it was, I was the agent of Providence in the
advancement of her fortune. It will be objected that Provi-
dence might have chosen more moral means, but why try
to restrict Providence to the narrow circle of prejudice?
She has her own methods, which may seem to us obscure,
because we are shortsighted.
The young earl was now deeply in love with my mistress.
He followed her about wherever she went, behind the scenes
at the theatre, at rehearsals. He visited her every day, and
did not neglect any of the usual means of seduction. She
invariably returned his presents, and kept me informed of
all that took place, and we used to laugh over his infatua-
tion together. I was sure of her love, so his efforts rather
flattered my vanity than otherwise. Lord Percy himself was
at last so convinced of her fidelity that he changed his tac-
tics and attacked her through me.
Frankly and boldly, as is the way of men of his nation,
he came one morning and asked me for some breakfast. I
received him a la jrangd$ey that is to say, with politeness
and cordiality, and put him completely at his ease. Then he
told me he loved Agatha, and proposed an arrangement
which made me laugh heartily, but did not offend me, be^
cause it was so very English.
CI know/ he said, 'that you have been very attentive to
Redegonde, the pretty dancer. She is mine. Will you take
. her in exchange for Agatha, and what do you want over
and above?5
'You are as amiable as you are amusing, my dear lord,
but you must own it would take a mathematician to work
out this sum! How much does Agatha outvalue Redegonde?
Redegonde has qualities, no doubt, but she is not to be com-
pared to Agatha!5
'I know that, so I ask you to name your own surplus.'
Lord  Percy was immensely rich. I might have asked